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Add fruits & vegetables  

to your daily diet 

See pg. 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Play some softball  

& have some fun! 

Or watch the Brewers  

with the Bishop 

See pg. 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Search Committee to begin  

their work with Parish Profile 

as a tool 

See pg. 3 

A pictures tells a thousand 
words, so in this newsletter 

photo collages tell a lot about 
the June mission trip to Gulf-
port, Miss. The Youth Group of 
St. Matthias and St. Bartholo-
mew, along with adult chaper-
ones, worked at tearing down 
rotted parts of houses, adding 
new drywall to another, yard 
clean-up, and cooking and serv-
ing meals in Godõs Katrina 
Kitchen.  
When their dayõs work was 

done, there was time to enjoy 
food, visit New Orleans for 
sight-seeing, worship together 
and just òchilló. More photos 
can be seen on pages 4, 5 and 
10. 

Youth Mission Trip 



A Word From the Interim Rector  
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God is always 
where we donõt 
look for Him. 

-- Russian proverb 
 
A big part of the interim process is 
about preparation and planning, plan-
ning ahead. Perhaps youõve often 
heard me say, òHe or she who fails to 
plan, plans to fail.ó Yet looking ahead 
to the future isnõt always everything. I 
was reminded of this while talking to 
an old friend the other day. He 
shared how he and his wife wanted to 
live more in the present, in òthe nowó 
as opposed to always thinking ahead 
about whatõs next. òWe want a life 
now, fully present to each day,ó he 
said. I remembered something the 
psychiatrist M. Scott Peck wrote rele-
vant to the subject. His definition of 
mental health is the ability to balance 
oneõs mental perspective, as appropri-
ate, equally in the past, present and 
future. Too many people, he believed, 
tend to live either in the past or in the 
future. I think he would agree more 
of us need to live more fully in the 
present than we do. 
 
What Peck did not say, however, is 
that there is a theological rationale for 
balancing oneõs life perspective and 
expectations between the past tense, 
present tense and future tense. God is 
equally present and at work in all 
three dimensions. One cannot find 
more of God in the future than in the 
past or in the present tense. In Titus 
3:5 we read that the saving grace of 
God in Christ is revealed to us on the 

cross, whereby òaccording to his 
mercy he saved us [PAST], by the 
washing of regeneration, and renew-
ing of the Holy Spirit (by our baptism 
of spiritual genesis and the daily re-
newing of our new or re-birth in 
Christ) [PRESENT];  . . . that being 
re-righted in Christ we might become 
heirs of (and) grasp the hope of life 
eternaló [FUTURE] (my translation).  
 
Although God is equally and fully 
present in the past, present and fu-
ture, the spiritual center of a life bal-
anced between the past, present and 
future is the now. Godõs grace is 
given to us for living only in the pre-
sent moment (says Jean Pierre de 
Caussade). The present is all we have. 
The past and the future are beyond 
us.  
 
While shaving one morning, Jaroslov 
J. Vajda was inspired to write the 
Communion Hymn Now the Silence 
(Hymn # 333) out of his conviction 
that òwe often get so little out of 
worship because we anticipate so lit-
tle, and we seldom come with a 
bucket large enough to catch all the 
shower of grace that comes to us in 
that setting.ó Who knows, maybe he 
was  thinking of the Russian proverb, 
God is always where we donõt look for Him. 
Our experience of God in the present 
moment of worship at Holy Com-
munion and in life is captured by Va-
jdaõs words (music by Carl Schalk): 
 

Now the silence, now the 
peace, 
Now the empty hands up-
lifted; 
Now the kneeling, now the 

plea, 
Now the Fatherõs arms in 
welcome; 
Now the hearing, now the 
power, 
Now the vessel brimmed 
for pouring; 
Now the body, now the 
blood, 
Now the joyful celebration; 
Now the wedding, now the 
songs, 
Now the heart forgiven, 
leaping; 
Now the Spiritõs visitation, 
Now the Sonõs epiphany; 
Now the Fatherõs blessing, 
Now, now, now. 

 
Wherever you look or donõt look, 
God is there to be found. God is al-
ways where we donõt look for Him, espe-
cially if thatõs the present moment. 
God is most ready to be found and 
known, worshipped and loved in the 
now. God lives in the present mo-
ment of our lives and worship: in our 
liturgy, we proclaim, Christ our Passover 
is sacrificed for us, not was sacrificed 
for us. We live and move and have 
our being in this God who meets us 
along the way throughout time, but 
also in our own day and time, in the 
now. Now, now, now.  
 
May God bless you now.  
 
Fr. Tom Barnett+ 
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Dear Friends in Christ: 
When I envision heaven in my 

mind, I always think of it in summer-
time. 

The signs of God are everywhere. 
Growth surrounds us. And the world is 
so alive. Trees, plants and grasses that 
sit dormant for so much of the year 
count on this season to gather all the 
sun and nutrients they will need to 
make it through the brutal late fall, 
winter and early spring of Wisconsin. 

The interim process is in many 
ways a time of testing our faith. Like 
winter, it forces us to hold out hope 
that days like these, in summer, will 
once again be upon St. Matthias. 

We are reaching the twilight of the 
interim process with the naming of the 
search committee. By the time you 
read this, the search committee will 
have met jointly with the vestry and the 
Bishop to move forward on the most 
important leg of the journey, the call-
ing of a new rector. 

I am hopeful the Parish Profile will 
be posted on the Web site within the 

next few days. The Profile looks mag-
nificent. It is truly a reflection of our 
parish, its past, its current status and its 
dreams.  
Itõs hard to imagine a new rector 

would not fall in love with us. 
But it is an honest document, too.  

It will give an incoming candidate a 
candid picture of a fragile parish that is 
looking for a strong leader to help it 
reach its dreams and to help make bet-
ter disciples of us all. 

The marriage between a rector and 
a parish is a special place and this 
document shows our beauty and our 
blemishes, our weaknesses and our 
strengths. 

Behind the scenes, a colorful new 
Web page is evolving. I am optimistic 
that in a month or so the new site will 
wow you with its clean lines, colorful 
interface and professional appearance. 

It will be a new look for a new era. 
Someone asked the other day why 

this interim process had to take so 
long. It has been a long time, hasnõt it? 
But it has been a busy time, too. 

As a vestry, there were important 
matters to attend to including discus-
sion of topics that seem basic in retro-
spect, but were vitally important to 
carrying on our business. We literally 
had to establish rules for civil discus-
sion and for how we are to conduct 
ourselves. I cannot emphasize how 
important that has been for our group. 

There were difficult topics, such as 
the closing of the west side, our con-
versations on human sexuality and the 
borrowing of funds from the Endow-
ment Fund. These are items that can-
not be rushed as we all work through 
them together in a process that will go 
on long after my tenure is over. 

There were also the three town-
hall meetings, the parish survey and so 
much more. 

But now we must focus on tomor-
row. Our goal is to call a rector this 
fall. Your search committee is going to 
be a busy one. As with the interim 
process, there is much to be done and 
so little time to do it in. Keep them in 
your prayers as you enjoy the fruits of 
Godõs summer. 
In Christõs name, 
Scott Peterson 
 

(Continued on page 6) 

A Word  
from the Senior Warden  

Holy  

Baptism  
 

We recently welcomed 
one of our newest mem-
bers with the baptism of 
Ella Grace Hunkins, 
daughter of Jim and 
Nikki Hunkins. Proud 
grandparents Jane and 
John Jawson witness the 
event. 
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Youth Mission Trip 

Top photo: Part of group poses on a break outside a home being worked on. 
�1�D�W�K�D�Q���3�H�W�H�U�V�R�Q�����.�U�L�V�W�H�Q���7�K�R�P�D�V�����6�W�H�Y�H���<�X�Q�N�H�U�����.�H�Q�D�Q���2�·�&�R�Q�Q�R�U���D�Q�G���6�D�P�L��
Anthonijs have fun and eat Southern food.  Below: Father Barnett, Beth Papa-
�]�R�J�O�D�N�L�V�����7�L�P���:�D�O�O�D�F�H�����0�H�O�D�Q�L�H���D�Q�G���3�D�W�U�L�F�N���9�D�U�L�Q���Z�R�U�N���L�Q���.�D�W�U�L�Q�D�·�V���.�L�W�F�K�H�Q����
At right from top: Work included yard clean up, and painting inside Brett 
�)�D�Y�U�H�·�V���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���V�F�K�R�R�O�����3�R�V�L�Q�J���E�\���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�� 


